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Pioneering
Secret Service
job just Ist step
for Childers
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As 23-year-old Kathryn Clark read-
ied to embark on her new career as a
Secret Service agent in October 1970,
she and her family sat down for an in-
terview with the Caller-Times.

This was a groundbreaking
achievement, as she was one of the
firstfemale agents hired in1970. Asher
family talked about the coming
change, her sister Anna Reemsnyder
shared this insight.

“We always knew she would end up
doing something interesting. She nev- ‘
er has been orthodox.” ;‘.

Raised in Colorado, the unorthodox
Kathryn — never Kathy — had a varie-
ty ofiinterests, from participating on a
championshiprifle team to performing
as the solo violinistat her high school’s v
graduation. She began traveling to !

- Corpus Christi when her older sister |
moved to the area in 1965, spending
summers and vacations with the fam- 1
ily.
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After graduating from the Univer- h

. sity of Colorado she heard about the

Secret Service hiring women for the

fixst time, so she applied. She didn’t |
hear anything for eight months, then A
got the surprising call to show up for !
training. During her time she provided |
protection for dignitaries such as Car-

oline and John F. Kennedy Jr., Julie

and Tricia Nixon, Indira Gandhi and

Golda Meir.

See CHILDERS, Page 4A

Kathryn Childers has been involved in
broadcasting and humanitarian work
in Corpus Christi since moving to the
area in 1973 with her husband. She
became one of the first five female
Secret Service agents when she was
hired in 1970. CALLER-TIMES FILE
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